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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE SPIRITUAL MYSTERIES 
On-Line Mystery School Programs 

 

"You ask how we can know the infinite? 
I answer, not by reason...  

You can only apprehend the infinite by entering into a state in which 
You are finite self no longer. 

This is the liberation of your mind from finite consciousness. 
When you thus cease to be finite, you become one with the infinite.  

You realize this union, this identity." 
Plotinus (204 to 270 C.E.) 

 

THE CALL OF THE NIGHTINGALE  

The Journey Begins 

 
Congratulations. You have just 

begun a journey into the true 

nature of yourself and the essence 

of the Divine.  This journey within 

the ancient world was known as the 

Mysteries, for it took the initiate 

into the deepest Mysteries of 

creation, and the heart of God. 

These Mysteries were once taught 

across the world in various schools 

and universities of what became 

known as the great Mystery 

Schools. There were many chapters 

of these schools that can be found 

in ancient historical references and 
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we will be touching on some of them today, although much of the last 1600 years 

of Christian, Jewish, and Islamic history has been focused on obliterating their 

memory. Yet now, as we stand at the end of the Piscean Age and the birth of the 

Age of Aquarius, an bright age of enlightenment known for its outpouring of light, 

we have the unique opportunity to again awaken to the precious, immortal 

wisdom of the Divine that was once taught by the Ancients, and to remember 

again the essence of who we are. 

 

Robert MaCoy, a 33rd degree Mason and author of the General History of 

Freemasony ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

was to teach the doctrine of one God (Creator), the resurrection of man to eternal 

life, the dignity of the human soul, and to lead the people to see the shadow of 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΦέ 

 
It is clear from the amazing roster of philosophers, scientists, and humanitarians 

who claim membership within these Orders, that these great Mystery Schools had 

nothing but the most noble of intentions for mankind. In the ancient world we 

find Pindar, Percales, Plutarch, Hypatia, Parmenides, Zeno, Thales, Empedocles, 

Anaxagoras, Plotinus, Cicero, Solon, and Heraclitus, as initiates of the Mysteries, 

to name just a few. This group also includes the Greek philosophers Plato, 

{ƻŎǊŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ !ǊƛǎǘƻǘƭŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƻƳ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƛǎ 

derived today; Pythagoras, the father of mathematics; Herodotus, the father of 

Greek history; Hippocrates, the father of modern medicine; Euclid, the founder of 

Euclidian geometry; and Democritus, the discoverer of the atom.1  

 

During the Middle Ages, after the secret stream of Mysteries had long been 

forced to go underground and began to surface once more, we find that the 

names of their  initiates reads ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ά²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻέ ƻŦ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΥ 

Leonardo da Vinci, William Blake, Sir Isaac Newton, Johannes Kepler, Sir Walter 

Raleigh, John Milton, Daniel Defoe, Victor Hugo, Thomas More, Roger Bacon, 

                                                           
1
 Dr. Paul Brunton, A Search in Secret Egypt, (York Beach, ME: Samuel Weiser), 1977), pg. 186. 
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Copernicus, William Shakespeare, Botticelli, and the esotericist John Dee. 2  All of 

these deep thinkers drank from the underground stream of the Mysteries, and 

ǳǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  

 

The great Mystery Schools sought to create a ladder of systemized teachings that 

would lead each person to a direct understanding of the divine spirit that lies 

within each one of us. It is evident that even profound masters like Jesus 

participated in these Mystery Schools, for in the Gospel of Philip we read: ά¢ƘŜ 

Master did everything in a mystery: (his rites of passage were) baptism, chrism, 

Eucharist, redeƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛŘŀƭ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊΦέ3 The 

sages who developed this curriculum did so by 

creating a very systemized course of studies that 

included the development and awakening of both 

sides of the brain -  or we could say, the masculine 

(Right) and feminine (Left) parts of the human being. 

In Egypt, these streams of learning were called the Left and Right Eyes of Horus. 

More specifically they were also called the Right Eye of Ra, god of the Sun, 

representing the positive energies of action, reason and logic, and the Left Eye of 

Thoth, god of the Moon, representing contemplationΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

inner senses, and pure being.  

  

In just a few moments we will be speaking of the great Spiritual Hierarchies who 

first established these Schools for the evolution of the human spirit, as well as the 

structure of the teachings that they used. However let us first discuss Hermetics, 

one of their primary means of transmitting this knowledge in written or spoken 

form.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 Timothy Freke and Peter Gandy, The Hermetica London: Piatkus Publishing 1997), p. 8.   

3
 Ibid, p.51.  
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Hermetics, the Symbol Language of the Soul 
 

Hermetics is the sacred language of the soul. Within the world of the Mysteries, it 

was the single most powerful language used to convey the abstract principles of 

how God expresses Itself and moves from the Invisible to the Visible; how the 

worlds of form connect with the worlds beyond form; how the world of the 

mortals is linked to the worlds of the gods, the angels, and the multitudinous 

other beings upon the vast chain of existence.  

 

The use of symbol was a perfect instrument to convey these Mysteries, not only 

because at the higher levels, truth is primarily conveyed through images, but 

because one image is worth a thousand words. For the uninitiated populace, the 

use of such a symbol would only appear to have an outer meaning that they could 

not interpret, much as many archaeologists today have come up against a wall in 

understanding the vast array of carvings inscribed on temples. In other words, the 

person would only see a column, a bird, a beehive, a star, the sun, the moon, etc., 

and not have the knowledge to comprehend 

its greater meaning. But for those who were 

initiates ς who had been trained in the 

esoteric language of the Mysteries, they could 

contemplate these symbols and perceive the 

multi-leveled meanings in a way that echoed 

in their souls.  

 

In the Gospel of Philip we discover that Jesus 

also knew this language and taught it to his 

students: ά¢ǊǳǘƘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

naked, but it came in types and images. One 

ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΦέ4  This 

reveals that Jesus too, was aware of the 

transmission of wisdom through the language 

                                                           
4
 The Gospel of Philip 67-69. 
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of symbols and used it in his ministry.  

 

The word Hermetics ŘŜǊƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ƎƻŘ IŜǊƳŜǎΣ ƭƻƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƎƻŘ 

ƻŦ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦέ IŜǊƳŜǎ ¢ǊƛǎƳŜƎƛǎǘǳǎ ƻǊ ¢ƘǊƛŎŜ DǊŜŀǘ IŜǊƳŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ 

the Egyptian god ¢ƘƻǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ ²ƻǊŘǎΦέ5 Thoth was known to have 

bestowed upon humanity almost the entire spectrum of human knowledge 

spanning the fields of geometry, architecture, astronomy, astrology, herbs, 

healing, mathematics and spiritual philosophy,6 and it is to Thoth that the 

establishment of the first common tongue is given.7  In fact, Thoth and his loving 

wife Seshat are credited with creating not only the sacred hieroglyphics of ancient 

Egypt, and the hermetic language, but the 26-letter alphabet used in romance 

languages around the world today.8  

 

Clement of Alexandria, one of the earliest Church fathers, writes in the first 

century after Christ9 that in his day the Royal Library of Alexandria housed 42 

books written by Thoth that contained all the wisdom of the ancient world in 

subjects as diverse as law, medicine, science, astronomy, astrology, geography, 

physics, writing, cosmology and magic.10  And it was well acknowledged by the 

AƴŎƛŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƘƻǘƘΩǎ Ǿŀǎǘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎs of The Hermetica and the 

Book of Poimandres, found within the early Christian gospels.  

 

We will be encountering Thoth many times throughout our journey, for, like 

Jesus, he was one of the greatest masters to have ever walked this planet. Like 

Jesus he was called the Logos, for he contained the seed of wisdom from which 

ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴΦ ¢ƘƻǘƘΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘow humanity with knowledge of 

                                                           
5
 E.A. Wallis Budge, The Gods of the Egyptians, (Dover Press), p. 401. 

6
 Ibid, p. 414. 

7
 R. A. Schwaller de Lubicz, Sacred Science: The King of Pharonic Theocracy (Inner Traditions, 1961), p. 88. 

8
 Andrew Robins, The Story of Writing: Alphabets, Hieroglyphs & Pictograms (London: Thames and Hudson, 

1995), p. 8. 
9
 The actual dates of Clementôs life are still unknown to historians, but he is believed to have been born around 150 

C.E. and died around 220.  
10

 Budge, p. 414. 
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both the natural laws of the physical world and to inspire the creation of the 

Mystery Schools that gave human beings knowledge of the spiritual worlds.11  

 

 

The Symbols of the Phoenix Fire Lodge 
 

 Using the sacred language of Hermetics, 

we discover in the name of our Lodge 

three sacred emblems: the Phoenix, the 

Eagle and the Dove, representing the 

eternal aspects of the Divine Father, 

Mother, and Holy Child. Each one of these 

birds had great significance within the 

ancient world, as well as our modern day 

theologies. Yet today most of us have lost 

the ability to even understand these 

symbols, yet they are intrinsic to the very 

nature of reality long before religion even existed. 

 

 As we will discover in the deeper teachings of Egypt, the Phoenix Bird has long 

been a symbol for transformation. It represents the power of the Holy Spirit 

manifesting in human form as the Holy Child. The teachings of ancient Heliopolis, 

the sacred City of the Sun, taught a being of enormous light periodically 

incarnates into our world. He comes from the Higher Realms, streaming clouds of 

glory, before he sings his song to awaken humanity. Then, after laying the eggs for 

his next incarnation, he perishes, only to be reborn in another age. This 

symbology is attributed to Jesus, as well as other incarnating World Saviors.  

 

                                                           
11

 Despite the fact that we are told by history that Thoth wrote over 36,525 books, or one for every day of the year, 

only five of his books remain to us today: The Emerald Tablets, The Hermetica, The Kore Kosmu, The Kybalion, 

and the Papyrus of Ani or the Egyptian Book of the Dead as it is better known, believed to have been based on texts 

originally written by Thoth. These texts were then rewritten and added to by priests in both Heliopolis and Thebes 

for over 2,000 years. We will address all of these in Jesus and the Return of the Suns of God.  
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The Eagle, of course, has long been a symbol 

of the all-seeing Father energy, the great 

Thunderbird whose wings turn the Universe in 

the never ending spiral of creation. The Dove, 

well known in Christianity as an emblem of the 

Holy Spirit, called in by Jesus after the 

Resurrection, has always been linked to the 

healing presence of the Divine Mother. Thus 

the Hermetic symbology of this Lodge honors 

these three aspects of Creation: the Divine Masculine, the Divine Feminine, and 

the Divine Lords of Light who come into the world from age to age to lift mankind. 

 

Entering the Pillars of Knowledge 
 

At the beginning of the ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΩǎ 

journey it was said that each Initiate 

who was accepted stood before a 

gateway. Thus, at this moment, you the 

reader, stand before just such a portal. 

You are at the beginning of this great 

course of knowledge, and whether you 

enter it or pass by, lies entirely in your 

hands.  

 

In the ancient world this gateway was 

symbolized by two great pillars of 

Knowledge, which even today can often 

be seen at the entrance to our churches, 

synagogues and cathedrals. These two 

columns, sometimes represented by the 

numbers 11, or 11:11, can also be seen before the doors of many of the great 

temples of the past. Sometimes the columns before these temples may even 
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number four, eight, ten, and sometimes twelve ς all numbers having great 

significance in the journey of the Mysteries, yet it was the two that stood before 

the temple doors that signified the beginning of the journey to awakening.  

 

The two significant pillars had many levels of meaning. First, they symbolized both 

the male and female aspects of our human nature ς a polarity that each candidate 

had to balance to truly enter the heart of the Creator. Secondly, the two columns 

represented the Middle Path that lay ahead of the student, a path taught by 

Buddha, Thoth, and Jesus, whose great spiritual path of love was called the Way 

by early Gnostics. Thirdly, these two pillars symbolized the entry way or invisible 

veil of Mystery that separates the world of common secular thought, from the 

inner secrets and unseen principles that make up Creation.  

 

Cosmologists and mystics alike would call this outer world, or world of form, the 

Explicate Order. The invisible but causative world they would call the Implicate 

Order ς the world of generating principles that allows us to come into existence. 

 

The Druids 
 
To the Druid sages these two 

pillars were symbolized by two of 

their most sacred trees: the 

White Birch on the left that 

symbolizes the Divine Mother 

principle, a presence said to have 

existed before either time or 

space was created. This is the 

limitless Ocean of Love and 

Mercy, present before the 

formation of the Lower Worlds. It 

is the endless Ocean of Being from which all arises. On the other side was the 

mighty Elder tree on the right. This tree was an expression of the Divine 

Masculine principle that was knotted and gnarled by its journey in the worlds of 
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suffering. And it was said that the pure unblemished love of the Mother principle 

had the power to heal the wounds of the Father after his sojourn in the Lower 

Worlds. Initiates knew that it was between these two trees that each one of us 

stands on the One Nameless Day, the Day of Judgment when we come face to 

face with our Creator.   

 

Freemasonry, a modern day philosophic path derived from a combination of far 

more ancient Egyptian, Jewish, and Christian traditions, tells us that these two 

pillars marked the doorway from one place to another, almost like a star gate, or 

transportation device. They trace the origins of these pillars back to the 

mythological Pillars of Hercules which were said to have once stood on the rocks  

at the Straits of Gibraltar. These pillars were a passageway between the golden 

Island of Atlantis and the safe blue waters of the Mediterranean Sea. For ships at 

sea, to pass between them was to finally find the home of a safe harbor. 

 

Egypt 
 
In Egypt, two such pillars were 

erected as gigantic obelisks at the 

entrance to the Temple of Karnak in 

Luxor, a vast temple complex that in 

the system of the Nile initiation 

temples represented both the 

human heart and the high heart of 

the Christ Consciousness. This is a 

journey that each one of us must 

take to become self-realized, and 

thus it was the site of the King 

making ceremony for all the ancient 

Pharaohs. The Temples of Luxor had 

22 obelisks in total, symbolizing the activation of the 22 genes in our human DNA, 

a knowledge that modern day historians and archaeologist have conveniently 

ignored.  


